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REPORT OF OPERATIONS - MAY (CONT'D)

In the meantime word was received that the
under 85th Division contrel since 0700, e s o RES e

IheliZnd Battalion advanea wam soine o sosapai go .

~. T BSADE 80 Swiftly that it was a i

would h_o a waste of time to mop up the assigned zone, Therefore Eﬁ:rgtsﬁat:ﬁ:n
om:. or::rgd to movad'by motor along the axis of advance with all possible speed in
Sder 2 %
e.unterad.e Prepared to assist the 2nd Battalion in case real opposition was en-

As the 2nd Battalion swept ahead th ssed thr :

the bridge at Gron (5229) intgot, and tu:iegaeast towzﬁgg i::?ir;:;e(gggi)‘:;r::i:;g

emv troces w=re sighted at 1000, The five leading tanks and the 1st Platoon of

Company "G" were ordered to attack the village of Mas supported by the fire from

the rest of the armor. In the resulting firefight three enemy artillery pieces

were destroyed, twenty horses were killed, and 377 prisoners were captured. But

most important the vital bridge at Mas was seized intacts The task force reorganized
- and turned north at Mas toward Agordo. From here on the road twisted through a

narrow mountain gorge flanked by the Cordevale and steep cliffs. As the 2nd Bat=

talion leading elements rounded a bend in the road just south of Peron (5432) a

off the road. BEvery vehicle was destroyed and the road was cluttered with smoulder=-
ing wrecks and dead horses. The enemy attempted to delay our advance by pulling a
burning half-track loaded with gasoline across the road and by covering the road
with intense sniper and machine gun fire. Again the lst Platoon of Company "G" de-
ployed to meet the resistance, Many of the enemy were killed and another 100 cap-
tured, and the other two platoans of Company "G" passed through the lst Platoen to
continue the attack. In the ensuing scrape six men were wounded and four killed

by deadly enemy fire by snipers hidden in the banks overlooking the road. After the
remaining Germans in the area had been routed out of their hiding places, the hasty
enemy road block was bypassed and the colum moved forward.

At 1200, Lieutenant Colonel Frank H, Morgan was approached by & ?arliamen‘ta:u:e
who stated that hostilities in Italy were to cease at 021400. He desire sa_i‘e c:,or.:sin
duct through our lines in order to notify other German troeps'of the surrender. ce
no word of the cessation of hostilities had been ra?eived from higher headquart:rse-
Lieutenant Colonel Morgean was ordered to continue his advance, and the German repr
sentative was escorted to the division command poste

As the task force moved north it came under more sniper fire from the cliffs

. s again stopped, this time be-
east of the road. At 1445 the head of the column was ag vehiola;,”ugons, i

the road ehead was clogged with halted German troops,
:u-'r::s.he:heyr jammed the roagga.a far as the eye could see. Genit H;pﬁr:; ::mmddiiz_s
General of the 278th Volksgrenadier Division, met Lieutenant Colone LR tgnn =
formed him that the 10th Germsn Army Headquarters had i;st;:d :::ﬁsm:e i :mif i
tice had been signed, effective at 1400, and that all f g & Aateraed

: ith this new situation.
s hat b insirus ro:: ':;orxr:ntnmio de:ii:a had been received and that the

Genl t no instruct inp the
ulytteﬂ:ﬂgu:t;d be unconditional surrender - that all German treops blocking

S BB ETERT
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